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Why does this place look the way it does?  Life science questions for your virtual fieldwork site.

Today we will visit our field site on an ecology field trip. Ecology is the study of the relationship between living and non living “things” We will be looking for signs of how different physical environments (nonliving things) change the plant and animal life that live there (living things).

1. Open the site’s kml file in Google Earth. Click to open the lettered placemarks, and explore the area around the site.
a. How do the plants change as you take the tour?
b. Look for a pattern. What do you think changes in the geology that explains why there are different plants growing in different places? 

2. Site A Observations

a. Site Name: _________________________

b. Record the elevation: ______________

c. What do the plants look like?
d. Describe how close this ecosystem is to water

e. Describe the type of soil

f. Describe the type of bedrock

3. Site B Observations

a. Site Name: _________________________

b. Record the elevation: ______________

c. What do the plants look like?

d. Describe how close this ecosystem is to water

e. Describe the type of soil

f. Describe the type of bedrock
4. Site C Observations

a. Site Name: _________________________

b. Record the elevation: ______________

c. What do the plants look like?

d. Describe how close this ecosystem is to water

e. Describe the type of soil

f. Describe the type of bedrock
5. (a) Why does each site look the way it does today? (b) Why do you think so (what is the evidence for your claim)?

6. If you could go to the site, what else would you want to do or see to answer the above questions?
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