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Why does the Colorado River Delta look the way it does?  


Aldo Leopold was reflecting on his 1922 visit to the Colorado River Delta. In this Virtual Fieldwork Experience (VFE), you'll see that the delta is vastly different today. Of course, the VFE won't literally take you down the river to investigate it in the same way that Leopold did, you'll be able to explore the same place. It's not only different because this is a virtual trip and Leopold was there in person, but also because freshwater no longer reaches the sea in most years. The Colorado River Delta remains even though the Colorado River itself is usually no longer there.

Answer the following questions as you work through the Colorado River Delta Virtual Fieldwork Experience (VFE). Find the VFE here: http://virtualfieldwork.org/Colorado-Delta-VFE 
1. Which set of conditions (progradation or reworking) is currently dominant in the Colorado River delta?

2. What processes in the Colorado River delta have led to the development of cheniers? (hint: see Digging Deeper: Colorado River)

3. How have humans influenced chenier formation in the Colorado River delta?

4. What do you think the cheniers will look like in 50 years? 100 years?
After the section on the Colorado River

5. How did the color of the delta change?

6. What human activities does this correspond to?

7. What effect do you think this had on life in the delta?

8. How is this related to chenier formation in the delta?
“On the map the Delta was bisected by the river, but in fact the river was nowhere and everywhere, for he could not decide which of the hundred green lagoons offered the most pleasant and least speedy path to the Gulf. So he traveled them all, and so did we. He divided and rejoined, he twisted and turned, he meandered in awesome jungles, he all but ran in circles, he dallied with lovely groves, he got lost and was glad of it, and so were we. For the last word in procrastination, go travel with a river reluctant to lose his freedom in the sea.”
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Have feedback on how to improve this draft? Email Don Duggan-Haas: dad55@cornell.edu 
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