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rock on the other side.
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amphibole « a group of dark
colored silicate minerals, or
either igneous or metamorphic
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Rocks of the Rocky Mountains
Region 3

The rocks of the Rocky Mountain region are the most varied in the Northwest
Central, ranging from Archean gneisses—some of the oldest rocks found in the
US—to Paleozoic reefs, oil shales, volcanic fields, and glacial till. This great
variety of rock types is mainly a result of the Laramide and Sevier orogenies,
which uplifted numerous discrete blocks of terrain along thrust faults that
accommodated compressional shortening and thickening of the crust. The
overlying sediments were subsequently eroded to expose deeper Precambrian
rock as well as Mesozoic
and Paleozoic sedimentary
formations. The thrust-faulted
Ouditt also produced adjacent
basins, which subsequently

~ See Chapter 1: Geologic History

I to learn more about mountain

building during the Laramide
and Sevier orogenies.

accumulated sediments
eroded from the surrounding
mountains.
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The oldest rock found so far in the Rocky Mountain region is a 3.65- to 3.8-
billion-year-old granitic gneiss found in the Wind River Range| Other Archean-
aged rocks, including gneisses, amphibolites, schists, and irop formations, are
found throughout the uplifted ranges of Wyoming, Montana, ang Idaho, including
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